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This month 
This month we get the ball rolling on the database linking film titles with their distributors; and we call for 
expressions of interest in a pilot study that has the potential to help most societies in various ways. But our 
priority is to draw your attention to a serious issue that forms the theme of the editorial. Read on . . . 
 

Editorial 
Frankly, we are disappointed. About the only time we hear from most of our member societies is once a year, 
when membership is due for renewal. For years we have invited you to send in pieces of news that might 
interest other societies, but the silence continues to be deafening. 
Spare a thought for the people who do the work on your behalf. We love film, that’s why we got involved in 
the first place. We enjoy knowing we are helping other people to screen and learn more about film. But let’s 
face it, committee work is rarely exciting, and there are times we would rather be doing something other than 
tending the finances, searching for distributors, fighting wars of words, managing change or being a pain in the 
backside about membership fees and reminding you to pay your subscriptions on time. So it would be really 
nice to have a bit of feedback, or a short note of thanks or encouragement, now and then. 
More seriously, your Executive members are well advanced in years. We’ve done our time. We should be 
handing over the reins to the next generation; but as each year goes by, no one comes forward, and the same 
names keep reappearing in the same Executive positions. We know you are busy with other things, like work, 
home, family and of course your own film societies, but so are we. Think about it, especially when 
nominations are called next year. 
 

Distributor database 
One of the things that came out of the 2013 Annual General Meeting was the idea of developing a database of 
DVD films and their distributors, not so much for titles already listed in the big catalogues, but the ones that 
cause long and frustrating searches when you are trying to find the distributor of a title you want to screen. 
We have made a start, and the result will be appearing on the website sometime soon. But it’s only a start. We 
are now asking you to send us a list of all the DVD titles you have screened, and their distributors. This will give 
us valuable information we can add to the database. We’ll keep adding future data as you send it in, so that it 
will become a valuable, time-saving resource for all members. Please email your list (in Word format) to 
ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
 

And now, it’s Your Score  
We are launching a pilot study to assess the feasibility of the Your Score box. Ten boxes have been 
professionally made and will be provided without cost to the first 10 societies who request one (after the 
study is finished, boxes will be available at cost price: $25 each). The Your Score box has five slots in its top. 
The slots are marked in order, with 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 stars. Each member who attends a screening is given a 
token on arrival. When the film is finished, everyone drops their token in the box, choosing one of the slots to 
indicate their satisfaction with the film, with 1 star the lowest ranking and 5 stars the highest. Everyone is 
required to vote, to keep the statistics at maximum potential sample, and to ensure that the entire audience 
takes part. 
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The ratings box and its variants are used by focus groups all over the world. Film appreciation societies that 
use them report a range of short and long term effects. In the short term, people enjoy the fun of participation 
and often talk about the film and their ratings when they are voting after a show. A typical discussion might 
start (we are assured this is a true story) with two people exchanging information about their votes, then one 
asks incredulously (and loudly): ‘Why on earth would you give rubbish like that 4 stars? At the other end of the 
scale, some people prefer to keep their vote secret, even using a scarf or coat to hide the box when they drop 
the token in their chosen slot. 
In the longer term, groups using a box say there is more general discussion about cinema, enhanced interest in 
the activities of the society, especially in areas like film selection and programming, and ultimately in 
participation at committee level. 
The Your Score box isn’t for every society. Practical difficulties probably rule out societies with very large 
audiences. But most other societies should be able to manage them easily. 
On a wider front, the boxes can provide information that will be useful, not just to the box user, but to other 
societies when they are selecting titles for their programs. So when the system is in place we will be publishing 
compiled ratings for general use by members. 
The pilot study will run for three months, at the end of which the results will be compiled, analysed and 
published. If you would like to get a box and take part in the study, just let us know at: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
But don’t delay too long. 
 

What’s on around the traps 
Wollongong WEA Term 4 
Here’s the program for the remainder of the year at WEA Wollongong. 
30 October: I Was Born, But . . . 
06 November: Smultonstallet and Wild Strawberries 
13 November: All About Eve 
20 November: Pantomimes 
27 November: Pepe le Moko 
04 December: A Bush Christmas 
 
Blacktown City Library 
Blacktown City Library’s Film Club meets in the Library Function Centre, on the 3rd Sunday of each month. 
17 November 2013: The Man Who Would Be King (PG), 2.00pm. 
16 February 2014: Aguirre, Wrath of God (PG), 2.00pm. 
 
Remembrance Day special screening 
The Australian Silent Film Festival will present a special Remembrance Day screening at the State Library of 
NSW on Monday 11 November, at 2.00 pm. The feature film will be the iconic World War 1 documentary, The 
Battle of the Somme, with soundtrack. 
 

And a fond farewell 
For member societies who did not renew their membership or pay their annual subscriptions, time has 
expired. We will not be able to include you in future lists of members we send to the distributors, and this is 
the final issue of IN FILM you will receive. Farewell and best wishes for the future. 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We welcome any inquiries or material suitable for publication related to film, society activities, programs and other film-connected 
news. Please keep contributions to fewer than 400 words and send copy in Word format by email to ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
Inquiries to James Sandry at: james.sandry@gmail.com; phone: 0402 296 234; or Michael Lines-Kelly at phone/fax: 02 6684 3405/ 
0412 724 373, email: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
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