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LATE MAIL: Projectionists needed at NSW State Library 
We have been asked if we know any experienced 16mm projectionists who would like to help screen archival 
16mm films held by the State Library of New South Wales. Screenings will be in the library’s Metcalfe 
Auditorium. If you are an experienced projectionist and you live in or close to Sydney and have a few spare 
hours from time to time, you might like to think about offering your services. Contact Ronnie Farran by phone 
on 0419 267 318; or email: info@ozsilentfilmfestival.com.au. He would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
Film insurance 
The federation’s film insurance scheme is now in place. It is very simple and works as follows: 

1. Eligibility: If you screen film, your membership of the federation will entitle you to cover for any claim 
for film damage or loss incurred while a film you have booked or screened is in your custody or in 
transit. 

2. We will pay: The federation will pay full costs (to a maximum of $10,000 for 35mm and $5,000 for 
16mm), subject to the following conditions: 

(a) When joining the federation or renewing its membership, a society will be required to 
warrant that it will observe 'best practice' concerning maintenance of its projection equipment 
and the handling of film. In this instance, 'best practice' for 16mm means (a) the relevant sections 
of the 16mm Projectionist’s Manual, and (b) expert advice from technicians, accredited 
projectionists and others who have worked with film for many years. If you screen 35mm, you are 
likely to already have a maintenance program in place with a specialist technician. If not, the 
principles in the 16mm Manual apply equally to 35mm film and equipment. 

(b) Each claim will be subject to a $100 excess that will be deducted from the claim payment. 
3. The scheme will be funded from the federation’s resources. 

 
This is an extraordinary benefit to members who would otherwise have to pay enormous premiums, or stop 
screening film altogether. However, there is no such thing as a free lunch; someone has to pay, and in this 
case it is all the members of the federation. That’s why the excess is in place. 
Perhaps the best thing to come out of this exercise was that it made us reflect on how film screeners can best 
protect themselves against anything happening to film. We concluded that the 16mm Projectionist’s Manual is 
probably the most comprehensive reference readily available to film societies. It was given a big tick by the 
experts at the National Film and Sound Archive when it was first published, and the latest edition has again 
passed their scrutiny with flying colours. So that should be worth something. 
The bottom line is if you follow the manual’s guidelines on handling film and maintaining projectors, you 
aren’t likely to have much to worry about. And if you run into a problem you can’t handle, all you have to do is 
ask someone you know has been around a while. The Manual will be on our web site just as soon as necessary 
work can be done, hopefully in the next couple of weeks. To get a copy on disc before then, just let us know 
and we’ll post it out.  
 
New DVD/BluRay concession rate 
We published details of the new arrangement in the December issue of IN FILM. But it’s important, and worth 
repeating. The new arrangement with Roadshow concerning DVD/BluRay non-theatrical screening rights 
started on 1 January. It works like this. If your group has 32 or fewer members you will pay $40 + GST (total 



$44) per screening, a reduction of $11 on the previous rate. Societies with membership between 33 and 82 
will pay $50 + GST (total $55), per screening, the same as they have been paying until now. 
Larger societies pay more, but still a lot less than theatrical rates. Those with memberships between 83 and 
166 pay $75 + GST per screening, while those between 167 and 332 pay $100 + GST. Above 332 members the 
cost is subject to negotiation. The arrangement started on 1 January and will run until 31 December 2013, 
when it may be reviewed. 
The above rates will apply to all film societies, provided they can prove they are not-for-profit, operate by 
subscription and don’t charge admission fees to non-theatrical screenings. If you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to phone or email. 
Amalgamated Movies has advised it won’t be changing its rates. We don’t know if other distributors are going 
to adopt the new scale or not. When we find out, you’ll be the first to know. The National Film and Sound 
Archive has a different scale of fees that was put in place fairly recently. So they are unlikely to be making any 
changes in the near future. 
 
Web site up soon 
It’s all happening. A small but expert team has been developing a federation web site that will be up and 
running very soon. The site will be a good source of information on many topics that interest us all. We’ll let 
you know when the great moment arrives, so you can check it out and tell us how much you love/hate it and 
why.     
 
WEA shares centenary with Chaplin  
Leth Maitland (WEA Sydney Film Society) reports: 
WEA in Australia turns 100 this year, and 2013 is also the centenary of the first film in which Charlie Chaplin 
appeared. To celebrate this auspicious coincidence, a number of events will be held in Sydney through the 
year. First up is The Birth of the Tramp, a series of screenings at the Metcalfe Auditorium at the State Library 
of New South Wales that has run each Sunday this month, finishing this coming Sunday, 27 January. 
The Workers' Educational Association (WEA) of NSW started in Sydney in 1913, close to the time Charlie 
Chaplin’s film career began. On 23 September 1913 Chaplin signed a contract to join Keystone. On 3 
November 1913 a Sydney meeting was chaired by Albert Mansbridge, founder of the WEA in England, at which 
the constitution of the new WEA of NSW was adopted. David Stewart was elected unopposed as the WEA's 
general secretary. (He continued in that position until his death in 1954). On 16 December 1913 Chapin's 
Keystone contract commenced and he started work there in January 1914. The first Charlie Chaplin film, 
Making a Living, was released on 2 February 1914.  
WEA Sydney is proud to present The Birth of the Tramp, presented by Australia's Silent Film Festival. WEA 
Sydney will shortly be issuing a booklet about what happened at WEA during the 100 years from 1913 to 2013. 
The Birth of the Tramp presents restored versions of early Charlie Chaplin films, with soundtracks, projected 
digitally onto the big screen at the Metcalfe Auditorium. This is a very enjoyable way to appreciate the genius 
of Chaplin, while celebrating 100 years of WEA adult education in Australia.  
More information is available at  www.ozsilentfilmfectival.com.au. You can book online or buy tickets at the 
door. 
 
Amalgamated pegs screening rights fee 
Steve Snell at Amalgamated Movies has advised that film societies will be able to continue accessing 
DVD/BluRay prints at the pre 1 January concessional rate ($50 + GST = $55). Steve also has special rates going 
for 16mm prints, with extra-special deals on multiple orders. Contact your local state Amalgamated office for 
further details. And don’t forget you can book Madman titles with Amalgamated Movies, again at the local 
state office. For NSW societies, the contact details are: Phone: 02 9744 8020; or email: 
nsw@amalgamatedmovies.com. 
 



For Sale 
16 mm projector user manuals, many models, including zenons. Contact Ross Adams (Lithgow Valley Film 
Society and publisher of Dress Circle) at lawsonco@netconnect.com.au, or phone: 02 6353 1897. 
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