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Seasonal greeting 
We almost managed to get this issue of IN FILM out before Christmas, but it didn’t happen. So instead of 
wishing you a very happy Christmas and New Year, we’ll confine our felicitations to the coming year. Here’s 
hoping it will be a lot more peaceful than the past twelve months, and that we all get to see lots of good films 
in the company of other film lovers. And don’t forget we’d like to hear from you. 
 
Big changes at special general meeting  
The special general meeting held in Canberra on 15 December was something of a milestone. Several major 
decisions were made that put the Federation in a strong position to meet the challenges of the future, and 
with renewed energy. But the best thing about the meeting was that everyone who attended it was more 
interested in talking about film than constitutions and legal rigmarole. Before and after the business sessions, 
little groups gathered to discuss what film society people have always discussed endlessly: their programs; 
how to source particular titles, problems with distributors, etc etc. Some things don’t change. 
Major decisions made at the meeting were: 
1. Changes to the constitution. If you would like a copy of the new constitution, just contact us (contact 

details at the end of this issue). The constitution also makes great bedtime reading. If you have trouble 
getting to sleep, start reading it and you’ll be snoring by page 3. 

2. Our name (as you will have already noticed at the top of the page) is now Australian Film Societies 
Federation Inc. After an exhaustive debate and voting process, this name emerged as the people’s choice. It 
might sound a bit strange at first, but by this time next year it will be part of the furniture. 

3. Election of the Executive. The Executive comprises seven members, and the following were elected: 
President: James Sandry; Vice president: Richard Keys; Secretary: Michael Lines-Kelly: Treasurer: Megan 
Finlayson; Other officers: Brian Dunne, Bryan Putt and Hilton Prideaux. 

Many thanks to Travis Cragg for organising the venue and catering. Great job, Travis! 
 
After the meeting  
Following the meeting, the National Film and Sound Archive’s John Brady spoke about the Archive’s structure, 
operations and services. Borrowers from the Non-Theatrical Lending Collection have since received an e-letter 
from the team at the collection, and much of what John said is included. If you didn’t receive the e-letter, let 
us know and we’ll send you a copy. 
 
New membership subscription rate 
Many member societies will be paying less for their membership in the future. From 1 July 2013, the 
membership subscription will be simplified to a single figure for all member societies, regardless of how many 
members you have. The existing fee is $50 for the first 40 members, plus 50 cents for each additional member. 
The new fee will be a flat $50 for the membership year, which runs from 1 July to 30 June.  
 
Film insurance 
The new film insurance scheme is taking shape and should be ready by the time the projectors start rolling 
early in the New Year. The big problem is how to strike a balance between being a mutual support group, and 
making sure our assets are properly protected. We have prepared a draft product disclosure statement, and 



all members who screen films are invited to participate in the process. So if you screen 35mm or 16mm film, 
please let us know and we’ll send you a copy of the draft. 
 
New DVD/BluRay arrangement 
The new arrangement with Roadshow concerning DVD/BluRay non-theatrical screening rights starts on 1 
January. Here’s how it works. If your organisation has 32 or fewer members you will pay $40 + GST (total $44) 
per screening, a reduction of $11 on the present rate. Societies with membership between 33 and 82 will pay 
$50 + GST (total $55), per screening, the same as they have been paying. 
Larger societies will pay more, but still a lot less than theatrical rates. Those with memberships between 83 
and 166 will pay $75 + GST per screening, while those between 167 and 332 will pay $100 + GST. Above 332 
members the cost is subject to negotiation. The arrangement will run from 1 January until 31 December 2013, 
when it may be reviewed. 
The above rates will apply to all film societies, provided they can prove they are not-for-profit, operate by 
subscription and don’t charge admission fees to non-theatrical screenings. If you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to phone or email (contact details at bottom of page 2). 
We still don’t know if other distributors are going to adopt these rates. When we find out, you’ll be the first to 
know. The National Film and Sound Archive has a different scale of fees that was put in place only recently. So 
they are unlikely to be making any changes in the near future. 
 
Madman titles 
Just keep doing whatever you had planned with any of Madman’s non-theatrical titles. You can also book 
Madman titles with Steve Snell at Amalgamated Movies on phone: 07 4787 1086; or email: 
nsw@amalgamatedmovies.com. 
 
Good home wanted for Shamrock 041 tapes 
We are looking for a home for a large box of recorded Shamrock 041 tapes. I have a random sample one in 
front of me which is Lloyd Webber's Starlite Express, but if anyone is interested I can delve deeper for some of 
the titles! They have been donated to a local charity event, so a small donation would secure them, otherwise 
I believe they will be ditched. Regards. 
Laura Hartley 
Flix in the Stix Film Society, Coonabarabran 
(If you would like to contact Laura, her email address is: laura50@skymesh.com.au) 
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