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Addressing society concerns 
Following the federation’s decision to part company with the Australian Council of Film Societies (ACOFS), we 
received an inquiry from a member society who was uncertain about their continuing ability to access the 
National Film and Sound Archive’s Non-Theatrical Lending Collection (NTLC); and their eligibility for the 
DVD/BluRay concession that is available from most distributors. 
The following articles will reassure anyone who is concerned about either issue. If you have any further 
inquiries, don’t hesitate to phone or email (contact details at bottom of page 2). 

No change to DVD/BluRay discount arrangement 
We have been in touch with the distributors, who have all assured us they have no preferences about whether 
the federation is a member of ACOFS or not. They are much more concerned with knowing a society is a 
member of the federation. 
The reason is because when a distributor receives a request from a society for screening rights to a 
DVD/BluRay title, they need to know the society is not-for-profit and does not charge admission fees for non-
theatrical screenings. Because we regularly update our membership list and send it to all distributors, they can 
quickly check the society is genuine, and make the booking. Without the federation’s input, the process would 
take longer and cost more. So when the federation verifies a society’s bona fide status it is saving the 
distributor time and money, which can be passed on to the society. 
Result: the society saves money, the distributor saves time and resources and everyone wins. From time to 
time a distributor might ask for some proof of membership, such as a federation receipt. This doesn’t happen 
very often, but when it does we are happy to oblige. 
This is a really good reason to be a member of the federation. 

No change to NTLC borrowings  
The National Film and Sound Archive’s Senior Screening Loans Officer, John Brady has prepared a piece (see 
below) about borrowing from the Non Theatrical Lending Collection (NTLC). John is encouraging all societies to 
use the national collection, and future issues of IN FILM will contain information on how you can find titles and 
make reservations from the collection through the NFSA website.  

Madman titles 
One distributor who doesn’t work directly with societies is Madman. If you want to book a Madman 
DVD/BluRay title, just contact the federation at phone: 02 6684 3405; or email:fednswfs@hotkey.net.au. You 
can also book Madman titles through Amalgamated Movies at: 07 4787 1086; or email: 
nsw@amalgamatedmovies.com. Our next issue will contain more information about titles. 

How the NFSA Lending Collection works 
by John Brady (NFSA Senior Screening Loans Officer) 
The National Film and Sound Archive (NFSA) operates a film and video lending library through its Non-
Theatrical Lending Collection (NTLC), a rich and varied catalogue of titles, available for use by all sorts of 
organisations, including film societies. 
The NTLC provides titles on DVD, VHS video and 16mm film, mostly pre-licensed for non-commercial 
screenings and education purposes. The collection gives easy access to an enticing mix of Australian and 
International features, shorts and documentary films from the early days of cinema to recent releases. 



 In the past three 3 years, NFSA has significantly increased the number of DVDs in the collection with over 
1,300 titles currently licensed and available for loan. And if you screen 16mm film, there are nearly 10,000 
titles to choose from. 
The physical NTLC collection is housed in Canberra. Bookings can be made directly from the website 
(www.nfsa.gov.au/screeningloans) for screenings up to a year in advance, and we deliver titles anywhere in 
Australia using Australia Post.  Membership is free with very reasonable access fees: DVDs are currently 
$16.50 each, with 16mm films for $38.50 including the rights for non-commercial public screenings and 
outward postage costs (you pay the return postage). 
The collection includes films from Ingmar Bergman like Wild Strawberries (1957) and The Seventh Seal (1957), 
silent Australian films like The Sentimental Bloke (1919) and The Kid Stakes (1927) and the famous 
documentary trilogy by Bob Connolly and Robin Anderson of First Contact (1982), Joe Leahy’s Neighbours and 
Black Harvest (1992). 
Contact the NFSA Screening Loans team (Freecall phone: 1800 012 175; Email: screeningloans@nfsa.gov.au)  
to discuss how our collection can enhance your film screening program. We’d like to hear from you.  

Insurance cover  
A film society is not generally a high risk environment, but accidents can happen, and the consequences can 
be serious and expensive, even if the victim doesn’t go through the legal system. So we strongly recommend 
taking out insurance, especially Public Liability cover. The Federation does not endorse any insurance 
company, but we know of one that offers a policy to film societies that includes Public Liability and more for 
just under $300 a year. Contact us and we’ll send you the details. 
Insuring against film loss or damage is a very different matter, and one that most insurance companies won’t 
touch. This is why, if you screen film, it’s good to be a member of the federation. We are covered until the end 
of the year under the ACOFS policy. Then we propose to put our own cover in place. More on this in future 
issues. 
For societies who screen DVD/BluRay, insurance is hardly practical, as the cost of premiums and administering 
the system would far outweigh any benefits. 
While on the subject of risk management, if your society is a stand-alone, autonomous group, this Federation 
strongly recommends incorporation as protection for your members. It’s not complicated, the costs are 
minimal and we can help you with the process. 

Yfilm Short Film Fest 
The year is winding down, and film makers in and around Young are looking forward to the Yfilm Short Film 
Festival, now in its second year, which will be held in conjunction with the Young Cherry Festival next month. 
Lauren Srith, president of Young District Arts Council, says the response from local individuals and 
organisations has been amazing, with the result that the closing date for entries has had to be put back to 25th 
November. 
The Yfilm Short Film Festival is run by film makers and is designed to showcase regional Australian works. 
Entries are coming in from far and wide and they will all be screened on Sunday 2nd December. If you would 
like to find out more about Yfilm Short Film Festival go to http://www.yfilmfestival.com, where you can also 
have a look at last year’s winners. Support the film makers of tomorrow today. For more information email: 
mail@yfilmfestival.com. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This issue of IN FILM was prepared and distributed by President, James Sandry, and Secretary, Michael Lines-Kelly. We welcome any 
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contributions to fewer than 400 words. Please send copy in Word format by email to fednswfs@hotkey.net.au. Inquiries to James 
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