
IN FILM Newsletter of the Federation of NSW and Associated Film Societies 

October 2012 
                                                              ______________________________________ 

SPECIAL ISSUE – PLEASE READ and forward by email to members of your society. It contains information that is 
important to all member societies concerning developments that occurred at the Federation’s Annual General 
Meeting in Canberra  last Saturday, 20 October. Immediate past president, Michael O’Rourke, and incoming 
president, James Sandry, have both contributed short pieces worth thinking about.     
 
2012 Annual General Meeting 
The Federation’s 2012 Annual General Meeting was held in Canberra last Saturday, 20 October. It was well attended 
compared with others in recent years, and some important decisions were made, including a resolution to review the 
federation’s constitution, to bring it into line with current legislation and practice. The most immediately significant 
decision was the meeting’s resolution to suspend the Federation’s membership of the Australian Council of Film 
Societies for the foreseeable future. A large majority of delegates indicated they believed this was in the best interests 
of the Federation at this time. Another decision brings the membership year into line with the Federation’s financial year 
from 1 July next year. Societies will receive detailed information on the change in due course. It will have no practical 
impact on societies, but will be a big step forward for the Federation’s administration. The meeting also resolved to 
provide distributors with information concerning member societies and their membership numbers, so that discussions 
concerning revision of the DVD/BluRay agreement can proceed. Societies do not need to contact anyone with this 
information. It has already been done. 
 
The incoming Executive 
Elections were conducted at the AGM and the following delegates were elected to the positions indicated: 
President:  James Sandry (Big House Film Society) 
Vice-president: Richard Keys (Reel McCoy Film Group), Travis Cragg (ANU Film Group Inc), Brian Dunne (Reel 

McCoy Film Group), Leth Maitland (WEA Sydney Film Society), Keven Barr (WEA Wollongong 
Film Society), Bryan Putt (Crowlands Film Society) 

Secretary:  Michael Lines-Kelly (Left Bank Film Society Inc) 
Treasurer:  Eric Dixon (Black Flat Film Society) 
Other members: Leanne Schoen (Corowa Film Study Group), Jason Lockwood (Valuers Film Society), David 

Prichard (Sydney Film Study Group), Graham Seaman (WEA Sydney Film Society), Robyn Morley 
(Corowa Film Study Group), Hilton Prideaux (WEA Wollongong Film Society) 

 
From the immediate past president 
After serving on the Executive of the Federation of NSW & Associated Film Societies for twenty years, the last five as 
President, it was with genuine regret that I tendered my resignation at Saturday’s AGM in Canberra.  Having relocated to 
Western Australia I felt I had no choice but to stand aside and make way for a new team. 
Happily, I know I’m leaving the Federation in excellent hands. The incoming Executive is a good mix of experience and 
new energy, with members deeply committed to the ideals of the film society movement and the best interests of our 
member societies. I am delighted that Richard Keys who was president when I joined the Federation has returned as a 
vice-president as I leave it. His experience, commitment, kind heart and wise counsel will be invaluable. 
The resolution to suspend the Federation's membership of ACOFS was a difficult decision to make, and it wasn't done 
without a lot of thought, and in some cases, heartache. It was supported by an overwhelming majority of delegates, who 
believe it is in the best interests of the Federation and its members. I believe history will prove this to have been the 
right decision. 
I would like to thank my colleagues for all their support and friendship over the past twenty years.  I would particularly 
like to thank James Sandry and members of the incoming Executive for allowing me to resign with absolute confidence 
that they will be excellent servants of an organisation I love.  I know they will work towards the greater good for all of 



our member film societies.  The Federation is stronger now than it has been for many years and I wish you all well for 
the future. 
Michael O'Rourke, Perth, Western Australia, 22 October 2012 

 
And from the incoming president 
I would like to thank Michael O’Rourke for his twenty years of dedicated service to the Federation. He has been a terrific 
president and I know that I have very big shoes to fill. I also know that Michael’s ‘retirement’ will be busy with lots of 
projects that are both film-related and personal and I wish him the best of luck with all of them.  
The Federation has challenges ahead, but they are good challenges and challenges that I know we can meet.  As the 
incoming President, I am backed by a great team of people who have offered their time and energy to support the 
Federation. I appreciate their support and look forward to working with them over the coming years. 
I also look forward to getting in touch with all the federation’s members, something I am planning to do over the next 
couple of months. I believe the strength of this Federation lies with the individual societies that make it up and I would 
like to hear, from you, how the Federation can serve you better. If you want to contact me with concerns or suggestions, 
please send me an email at james.sandry@gmail.com. 
James Sandry, Canberra, 22 October 2012 
  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This issue of IN FILM was prepared and distributed by President, James Sandry, and Secretary, Michael Lines-Kelly. The Executive would welcome 
any material suitable for publication related to film, society activities, programs and other film-connected news. Please keep pieces to fewer than 
400 words. Send material in Word format to IN FILM PO Box 468 Mullumbimby 2482 or email to fednswfs@hotkey.net.au. 
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