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Please pass this on 
As usual, could secretaries and contact persons please circulate this to committee and individual members. 
Thank you. 
_______ 

In brief 
 Thanks again to all members who have completed their membership renewal and payment formalities; 

but a tiny few are still dragging the chain. Sad but true. If you are among this small group, please either 
do the business or make contact to let us know what is happening. The whole renewal process takes 
only a few minutes and is entirely painless. 

 We have received several mystery payments from members who forgot or ignored repeated requests 
to include specific references. Many tedious hours later, we have managed to track down and identify 
all but one, which went into our Westpac account on 17 August. On our statement it is recorded thus: 
‘DEPOSIT SCCU  $50.00. That’s all. We think SCCU might stand for Southern Cross Credit Union, and 
we’ve contacted all members we believe might use this institution, but no luck. Any ideas, anyone?  

 The following magazine clipping was discovered recently in a box of projector parts. 
‘For the first time in many years, a friend of ours travelled from our rural town to the city to attend a 
film. After buying his ticket, he stopped at the refreshment bar to purchase some popcorn. Handing 
the attendant $1.50, he couldn’t help but comment, ‘The last time I went to the movies, popcorn was 
only 15 cents.’ ‘Well,’ said the attendant, ‘you’re really going to enjoy yourself tonight. We have sound 
now.’‘ 

__________________________________ 

AFSF 2015 Annual General Meeting 
All members are warmly invited to attend the federation’s 2015 Annual General Meeting, which will be held at 
the Hedley Bull Theatre 2, Hedley Bull building, ANU Campus on Saturday 24 October, 2015, commencing at 
12.30 pm.  
If you think the Annual General Meeting is just a boring waste of time where you run the risk of being elected 
to the Executive, fear not. This year the meeting is part of a program designed to minimise formality and 
maximise enjoyment for people who love film. For a thoroughly enjoyable couple of days away from the usual 
routine, Canberra is the place to be on the weekend of 24-25 October. 
Things kick off around 9.30 – 10.00 am on Saturday, with a scrumptious breakfast/brunch at The Kiosk in the 
Botanic Gardens. After fortifying the tissues you can wander around the magnificent Gardens until 12.00 pm, 
when the meeting venue opens, light refreshments will be available for travellers arriving from distant parts 
and delegates register. The meeting will start at 12.30 pm and break for afternoon tea at 2.30 pm. At 3.00 pm 
we reconvene, and welcome our distinguished guest speaker, Andrew Pike OAM, film historian, producer, 
director, distributor and exhibitor. At around 4.00 pm, proceedings draw to a close and we adjourn to a 
nearby establishment to wind down with a convivial drink, followed by early dinner at Mama's Trattoria in 
West Row. After dinner it’s off to the superb Coombes Theatre, where we have been invited by the ANU Film 
Group to attend their scheduled screening, starting at 7.00 pm. By sheer chance, our AGM happens to 
coincide with one of the ANUFG’s regular mystery film nights, so we can’t enlighten you about the title of the 
film. But we can tell you it comes highly recommended and runs for 120 minutes, so you’ll be back at your 
accommodation in time for a good night’s sleep. 



Sunday morning is all yours to renew acquaintance with your favorite Canberra places and have lunch before 
heading to the Canberra Museum and Gallery (CMAG) where the Reel McCoy Film Society has invited us to 
join them at 1.00 pm for a double bill featuring two ageless classics: Hail the Conquering Hero and I Was a 
Male War Bride. If you’re unfamiliar with the films of Preston Sturges you’ll be amazed at what you’ve been 
missing when you see Hail the Conquering Hero. 
Please contact our president, James Sandry (Ph: 0402 296 234) no later than Wednesday 21 October if you are 
planning to attend dinner and/or the ANUFG/Reel McCoy screenings, so advance arrangements can be made 
at that end. Many thanks, yet again, to Travis Cragg for arranging the meeting venue, and to ANU Film Group 
and Reel McCoy Film Society for their generosity and hospitality. 
________________________ 

Things you need to know 
Each AFSF registered society is entitled to appoint two of its members as voting delegates to represent it at 
the AGM. If you can’t send delegates you can appoint a proxy, that is, someone who will be attending the 
meeting, to vote on your behalf. To appoint a proxy, complete the attached form, then sign and scan/email or 
post it to reach the secretary by 5.00 pm, Tuesday 20 October. Contact details are below. 
Observers are very welcome to attend the meeting, but can’t vote. Registered delegates and observers who 
travel 120 kilometres (60 km or more each way, to and from Canberra) can claim reimbursement of up to $50 
of travel costs on presentation of receipts. 
Candidates for election can be nominated in writing (you don’t need a form), or verbally from the floor of the 
meeting.  A written nomination must be signed by two members of an AFSF registered society, neither of 
whom may be the nominee. The written consent of the nominee must be part of, or accompany the 
nomination. Send the nomination to the secretary by pre-paid post or scan/email, so it is received before 5.00 
pm on Tuesday 20 October. 
Contact details are: Email: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au; 

Post: Secretary, AFSF, PO Box 468, Mullumbimby NSW 2482 
 
The AGM is completely open to ideas, so if you have any suggestions about how the federation can improve 
what it does, bring them along with you, or send them to the secretary so they arrive before 5.00 pm, Tuesday 
20 October. 
__________________________ 

Constitutional amendment 
Because our membership is spread all over Australia, we need to be able to conduct meetings, using whatever 
technology enables people to discuss things and make decisions, even when they might be thousands of 
kilometres apart. But the constitution as it stands does not recognise either the problem or the solution, so it 
has to be changed by Special Resolution of a general meeting. The Executive is recommending that the Annual 
General Meeting adopt the changes set out below. 

Notice of Motion 
That the constitution be amended by special resolution in accordance with the Executive’s 
recommendation, as follows: 

Part 1 – Preliminary 
3. Definitions 

(1) In this constitution: 
Delete: 
Present and eligible to vote means being physically present and eligible to vote on a question 
under consideration at a meeting. 
Insert in its stead: 
Present and eligible to vote at a meeting means being registered as a member or delegate in 
attendance at the meeting. 
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Part 3 - The executive 
22. Executive meetings 

Add: 
(2) A meeting of the executive or a committee may convene notwithstanding that one or more 

members are not physically present but are connected with the meeting by means that 
enable them to take part in the business of the meeting. 

 
Part 4 - General meetings 
25. Annual general meeting – convening 

Add: 
(3) The annual general meeting may convene notwithstanding that one or more delegates are 

not physically present but are connected with the meeting by means that enable them to 
take part in the business of the meeting. 

27. Special general meetings – convening 
Add: 
(7) A special meeting may convene notwithstanding that one or more delegates are not 

physically present but are connected with the meeting by means that enable them to take 
part in the business of the meeting. 

34. Resolutions 
Delete: 
(1) A question arising at a general meeting where all attending delegates are physically present at 

the same time in the same place is to be resolved by either: 
(a) a show of hands, or 
(b) if on the motion of the chairman, or if five or more delegates present at the meeting 

decide that the question should be determined by a written ballot, a written ballot. 
Insert in its stead: 
(1) A question arising at a general meeting is to be resolved on the voices, or by a show of hands, 

or otherwise as determined by the chairman. 
Delete: 
(3) If the question is to be resolved by a written ballot, the ballot is to be conducted in 

accordance with the directions of the chairman. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
We welcome any material suitable for publication related to film, society activities, programs and other film-connected news. Please 
keep contributions to around 400 words and send copy in Word format by email to the editor at: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. All other 
inquiries and correspondence to AFSF Secretary Michael Lines-Kelly: 0412 724 373; ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 


