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Please pass this on 
As usual, could secretaries and contact persons please circulate this to committee and individual members. 
Thank you. 
______ 
In brief 

 If you’re into music from the movies, tune in to ABC Radio Classic FM for Screensound at 5.30 pm every 
Saturday afternoon. Tap your way around the kitchen with Fred and Ginger, croon along with Bing or 
soar over the rainbow with Judy. Everything from The Broadway Melody to Chicago and more. Terrific 
stuff; encore, encore! 

 Simon Foster is still looking for program information from film societies to broadcast on Friday 
afternoons on ABC Local Radio (NSW and border regions). Contact him at sifimadjen@gmail.com at 
least a week before your screening date. 

 The latest update of the AFSF Distributor Database is attached. If you are looking for a distributor it’s 
worth checking. Help other members by sending in your titles and distributors so they can be added to 
the list.   

________________________________ 
Membership renewals due this month 
Note: Members who joined the federation in the final three months of the financial year (after 31 March 

2015) are not required to renew membership or pay anything more until 30 June 2016. 
For everyone else, your membership for the coming financial year is due for renewal. We’ll try to send out 
individual reminder notices, but time might be against us. If you don’t receive an individual note, please 
regard this as your reminder. The rules say that renewal and payment are due and payable by 30 June, which 
means before the end of this month. There is a period of grace to allow for special circumstances, but having 
to chase people for months is a real pain. It would be appreciated if everyone could make an effort to pay on 
time this year. 
Over the past twelve months we have been looking at ways to make the system simpler, but to date we’ve 
found nothing that will suit everyone; so the procedure is the same as it was last year. 

1. To renew your membership, go to the AFSF website (www.ausfilm.org.au), click on Membership Form 
and follow the prompts. All sections must be completed, including names, addresses and contact details 
of your president, secretary and treasurer. 

2. You can pay your $50 annual subscription by: 
(i) direct transfer (EFT) from your bank to our account: Westpac BSB: 732-004 Account No: 07-2216 
OR 
(ii) making a deposit at any Westpac branch into our account: BSB: 732-004 Account No: 07-2216. 

Either way, when you make your payment, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR GROUP’S NAME AS THE REFERENCE. If 
several payments are made on the same day and they don’t have clear references, we have no idea where 
they came from and no way of finding out. 
If you can’t pay by EFT or bank deposit, go to the website, complete the membership form, print a copy 
then submit the form online. Enclose the copy with a cheque for $50 made out to Australian Film Societies 
Federation Inc and send them both to The Treasurer, Australian Film Societies Federation, PO Box 468 
Mullumbimby NSW 2482. Thank you. 

mailto:sifimadjen@gmail.com
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___________________________ 
National Film and Sound Archive 
The NFSA is moving towards finalising the shape of the future Non- 
Theatrical Lending Collection. At the recent informal gathering in Sydney 
on 15 May, CEO, Michael Loebenstein confirmed the NFSA’s continuing 
commitment to their non-theatrical sector, estimated to be around 
70,000 individuals. The re-modelled collection will continue to be 
accessible, NFSA will continue to offer titles at very affordable rates, and 
continue to provide non-commercial (non-theatrical) licenses. Further 
details include: 

 The collection will be digital (including DVD and BluRay) only. 

 16mm prints will be removed from the collection for 
examination and assessment. Prints that are in good physical 
condition will be accessible, but only to users able to 
demonstrate they can care for film properly. Prints that are 
assessed as too fragile for screening will not be accessible. 

 If a title is available in 16mm and another format, the 16mm print will not be accessible. 

 If a title is available from a commercial source, it will not be accessible from the collection. 

 The collection will focus on Australian titles, titles not in commercial distribution and international 
titles, particularly those made available by international archives around the world. This will enable 
film societies to access top-quality prints produced by laboratories like Criterion. 

 The collection will have a budget for acquisition, licensing and re-licensing. 
Senior NFSA management are working on the new model. The draft will be ready for presenting this month, 
and the completed model will be ready for launch in July. 
For members who screen 16mm, the news is good to the extent that many prints in screenable condition will 
still be available. But if a title is available in another format from the collection or elsewhere it will not be 
accessible, which could have an effect on their ability to program as they have in the past. Until the prints are 
assessed and sorted, which will take time, no one will be able to make an informed judgment on the impact of 
these changes. Fortunately, Richard Keys and Alan Duke are likely to be involved as volunteers in the 
assessment process, and they’ll be keeping an eye on things. 
For other members the future looks more certain. Over time, depending on resources, the collection will add 
international films that are currently not accessible to Australian film societies and Australians generally. This 
was a key plank in our submissions and discussions with the NFSA over the past year. We pointed out that 
many of the great films of the world are not available from either the NFSA or commercial distributors, and 
that if they are not screened by film societies, they will not be screened anywhere in Australia. Consequently, 
Australians will never have a chance to see them as they were meant to be seen: on the big screen. We asked: 
‘Does the NFSA, the de facto Australian National Film Library, accept any responsibility for addressing this 
deficiency? If NFSA is not the body responsible for providing essential elements of screen culture to 
Australians outside educational institutions, who is?’ 
NFSA have accepted the challenge, and we welcome and applaud their decision. It is a step that has the 
potential to transform the Australian film culture landscape, in which film societies will have many 
opportunities to play an important role. 
________     
Insurance 
Picking up from the previous item, it’s probably time to remind you that the NFSA requires its borrowers to 
have insurance cover against damage to or loss of their film material. To take the pain out of big claims, AFSF 
has its own self-funded insurance plan, and being a member of AFSF gives you automatic insurance cover if 
the worst happens to a borrowed NFSA film or disc. Because the plan is primarily for large amounts, and not to 

From left: Michael Loebenstein, CEO, 
NFSA; Chris Puplick, inaugural chair of 
the NFSA Board, and Catherine 
Robinson, former NFSA Board 
member, at the recent Sydney event. 



replace discs you can buy at low cost, there is an excess of $100 payable on any claim. However, replacing 
some discs in the lending collection, especially those obtained from overseas sources, could cost hundreds of 
dollars. To cover cases like this, the NFSA may continue to insist that all borrowers take out insurance cover. 
But given the very low level of risk, they might decide it isn’t necessary. A few weeks ago we asked NFSA to 
clarify the question, but we haven’t heard anything back yet. When we do, you’ll be the first to know. 
And it’s been a while since we mentioned public liability insurance. If you aren’t a subsidiary or sub-committee 
of a larger organisation that includes your activities in its public liability cover, it’s worth thinking about taking 
out a public liability policy. We don’t endorse anyone in particular, but if you have trouble finding an 
affordable insurer we might be able to help. Just email or give us a call (contact details below). 
____________________ 
Roadshow policy change 
We are concerned that film societies who have been screening programs in their local cinemas for years are 
now being charged commercial rates by Roadshow for DVD screenings where the cinema is DCP-capable. If 
the cinema is not DCP-capable, or if a title is not available on DCP, the concessional DVD/BluRay rate will 
apply. We have approached Roadshow with an alternative proposal, but their response to date has been less 
than encouraging. Following a brief investigation, we can report that not all distributors, eg Palace and 
Amalgamated, are in step with Roadshow on this issue. 
______________________ 
Constitutional amendment 
At its latest meeting, the Executive decided to propose amending the constitution so that general meetings 
(annual and special) can be held without members having to be present in person. At the moment, members 
who want to participate fully at general meetings have to be present or represented by proxies. But many 
members can’t afford the time and costs involved in attending them, and that’s one reason why we only ever 
see about half our membership at the Annual General Meeting. If the constitution is changed, meetings can be 
still be held in the traditional way. But it will also allow them to be conducted electronically. 
The necessary draft amendments are being prepared, and all the changes will be circulated for your 
information well in advance of this year’s Annual General Meeting, scheduled to be held in Canberra on 
Saturday 24 October. 
______________________ 
Election candidate profiles 
The Executive also considered a proposal that candidates for election at the Annual General Meeting prepare 
short profiles that would be circulated through IN FILM to all members before any election. The Executive 
believed this would be useful for members voting in any election. A possible procedure would be for member 
groups to canvas their own members for candidates and prepare profiles in readiness for the formal notice 
calling for nomination of candidates. After nominations close, all profiles would be published in IN FILM, and 
circulated. All contributions to the discussion, in favour or against, would be very welcome.  
____________________ 
Film Society of the Year 
Another idea considered by the Executive concerned a Film Society of The Year award. An event such as this 
would garner publicity for the winner in their local area, and could provide inspiration to other members. The 
Executive is now inviting you to comment on how it could be run, what judging criteria should apply, where 
and when it might be presented, selecting a jury, etc, etc. Sounds like a lot of work, but if you think the idea 
has legs, let’s have your thoughts and suggestions. 
____________________ 
2015 Sci-Fi Film Festival     
The 2015 SciFi Film Festival is on again, this year for 3 days, 
from 30 October to 1 November, and they are inviting 
submissions relating to: 

 Films that were produced during and after 2013;   



 SciFi short stories of less than 5,000 words; 

 the 3rd Project SciFi: filmmakers have 30 days to write, shoot, produce and upload a short film, and 

 the SciFi Con, held at the Riverside Theatre, Parramatta, showcases comics, Cosplay, craftspeople, 
books, collectibles and memorabilia, games, ‘guests’, panels, seminars and workshops, artists and 
authors, industry professionals, educational and software demonstrations. 

The festival will screen around 100 films, including international and local features, featurettes and short films, 
and international premieres; the festival awards ceremony will screen the top films from around the world in 
‘Best of’ categories, and more than $5,500 cash and other prizes will go to the winners. 
For further information, visit their website at www.scififilmfestival.com or contact festival secretary Paul 
Payten on: Phone: +61 466 013 153; Email: paul@scififilmfestival.com; Skype ID: scififilmfestival;  
www.facebook.com/scififilmfestival, or Twitter: www.twitter.com/scififilmfest. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We welcome any material suitable for publication related to film, society activities, programs and other film-connected news. Please 
keep contributions to around 400 words and send copy in Word format by email to the editor at: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. All other 
inquiries and correspondence to AFSF Secretary Michael Lines-Kelly: 0412 724 373; ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
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