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Here’s hoping you had a very happy 
Christmas, and that the New Year treats 
you and yours kindly. As last year drew to 
a close the big news came from the 
National Film and Sound Archive 
(NFSA), with its announcement that the 
cutoff  date for current booking 
arrangements with the Screen Loans 
Collection had been extended to 31 
December 2015. So if  you prefer to plan 
and book your whole year ahead, you can 
now do so, without worrying what is 
going to happen from July onwards.

The December issue of  IN FILM had 
already been completed and was ready to 
send out when we received the 
notification, so we inserted a STOP 
PRESS paragraph, with a link to the 
NFSA website. If  you missed reading it, 
or forgot to look it up, here it is again: 
www.nfsa.gov.au

Your federation worked long and hard to 
get this result, so it was very welcome, and 
couldn’t have come at a better time. But it 
is just one of  many things we are trying to 
achieve, and hopefully it is an omen of  
things to come in the months ahead.

Andrew Pike, film maker, exhibitor, 
distributor, elder statesman of  the film-
making fraternity and longtime friend of  
community cinema and film societies, has  
been engaged by the NFSA as a 
consultant on the Non-Theatrical 
Lending Collection. Our President, James  
Sandry, met Andrew recently to discuss 
where the federation sees things going, 
and how we can contribute to resolution 
of  the enormous problems facing the 
NFSA. We believe Andrew’s appointment 
is a big step in the right direction. His vast 
experience in all areas of  film making, 
distribution and exhibition can only be a 
good thing for the NFSA and for the 
future of  film societies. But don’t expect 
miracles any time soon. The wheels grind 
very, very slowly. 

Illawarra does it again
Theresa Huxtable at Illawarra Film 
Society has again sent in their full year’s 
program. And once again 
it is amazing, covering 
the field from revered 
classics to recent 
contemporary. We don’t 
have space enough to 
include it here, but if  you 
are seeking inspiration 
for your own program, 
check it out at: 
www.ifs.org.au 
Congratulations, 
Theresa, and many 
thanks.

Do it at the Astor
And while we’re on the subject of  
inspiration, give yourself  a treat and have 
a look at the Astor Theatre website: 
www.astortheatre.net.au The Astor is an 
icon of  Australian cinema, reputedly the 
last standing single screen still operating 
daily in Australia. Words fail utterly to 
describe the experience of  going to a 
show there. Your secretary/treasurer and 
wife used to live just around the corner in 
St Kilda, and recently while visiting 
Melbourne we had an evening spare. 
What to do? No contest. We could have 
seen a double bill featuring It’s a Wonderful 
Life and The Shop Around the Corner, but 
time beat us and we had to settle for just 
the first feature. If  you get a chance in the 
next couple of  months, don’t miss getting 
there. Time is running out for The Astor, 
which is scheduled to disappear forever in 
a few months. Progress? Bah humbug!

 Andrew Pike is the co-
author of the book, 
Australian Film, 1900 - 
1977.
In 1974, he formed 
Ronin Films. Andrew 
won the Australian Film 
Institute's Byron 
Kennedy Award in 1986.
Among the many 
Australian feature films 
which the company has 
supported and 
distributed are Strictly 
Ballroom, Shine and 
Road to Nhill.
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In with the New, and 
Andrew Pike joins the Team
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