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Two Michaels?
Here they are - Michael Lobenstein, 
CEO NFSA and our own secretary 
Michael Lines-Kelly at the AFSF AGM 
in Canberra.
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A Quiet Achiever - Vale Ed Schefferie
Sadly, we report the recent passing of Ed Schefferie, who was a key figure at 
Victoria’s State Film Centre for something like 40 years. ‘Scheff’ also served on the 
Melbourne Film Festival Organising Committee for decades, until its demise in 
1984. His knowledge of film was prodigious, his enthusiasm infectious, and his 
disregard for formality legendary. He was generous to a fault with his time and 
advice, and had a special place for young, developing directors. In the words of a 
longtime friend, ‘a lovely man who is greatly missed’.
Taxpayer contribution to the NFSA
At a recent Senate Estimates Committee it was alleged that each transaction at the 
NFSA is subsidised by taxpayers to the tune of $157, at a per person cost of 
between $5 and $10. As the Non-Theatrical Lending Collection is now almost 
entirely serving film societies, these figures tend to indicate that film societies are 
attracting very low attendances. We don’t have enough space to discuss why we 
think these figures are way off target, but we do know that film societies would use 
the collection more if it contained a wider selection of quality films, especially in 
DVD/BluRay format; and most societies would be happy to pay higher fees if it 
meant having access to more of the great titles, because they are already paying 
(and have been doing so for the past decade) $50 + GST to the commercial 
distributors.
The ASFS and the NFSA Cuts
Did you know we have around 55 member societies? Our best estimate of total 
individual members is just under 8,000. Nearly 60% of our member societies are 
located outside cities and major towns, and don’t have easy access to commercial 
cinemas. If they have to close due to current problems at the NFSA, the rural 
communities they serve will lose their social hubs, as well as all access to screen 
culture. Replying to recent representations in late September, Minister for the Arts, 
Senator Brandis, simply repeated the media release issued by NFSA three months 
earlier:

‘The NFSA has advised me that it remains committed to sharing its national 
audiovisual collection with the public. Reports that Australia’s film 
societies and other community organisations will no longer have access to 
its collections are incorrect. Under the NFSA’s new structure, the non-
theatrical screen lending collection service will be part of a new Collection 
Reference Service. It will continue to provide reference and lending services 
to the public as part of a new integrated reference collection.’

The reality is that almost all film societies now screen in digital (DVD/BluRay) 
format. But the DVD/BluRay titles held in the Non-Theatrical Lending Collection 
contain relatively few great films of the world that film societies can access. For 
example, of the 19 Hitchcock titles listed in the NTLC, only four are available to 
film societies in DVD/BluRay. The remaining 15 are restricted for on-site or 
educational use, or are in an unusable format (16mm or VHS). As the NFSA is no 
longer renewing licences or adding new titles to the collection, it is obvious that 
unless things change, attrition will soon reduce the collection to irrelevance. For 
decades, film societies and NFSA have worked together in partnership to bring 
Australians and film culture together. Is the NFSA leaving without waving goodbye?
AFSF Insurance
All financial members of AFSF are automatically covered for damage to or loss of 
film material on loan from the NFSA. To bring the coverage more closely into line 
with cost estimates, AFSF insurance cover is now capped at $5000 for 35mm film 
and $2500 for 16mm film. Cover for a digital print is capped at $500, including 
but not limited to DVD, BluRay, E-Cinema, 2K, 4K and DCP. All claims attract an 
excess of $100 per claim.

The Top 10 films
 recently screened by member societies.......

1. Charlotte Gray
2. Whale Rider
3. Dad’s Army
4. Chinatown
5. The Crowd
6. Death in Brunswick
7. Playtime
8. 42nd Street
9. Anisket
10. Fitzcarraldo
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