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This issue 
Just because you haven’t heard anything from your Executive in the past four weeks doesn’t mean nothing has 
been happening. In fact, things have been extremely busy, but the editor has been away, tending to family 
matters in wintry Southern regions. So this issue is a catch-up, to bring you up to date in as few words as 
possible.  As always, could all secretaries please forward this to all society members, as well as your 
committee. Now read on . . . 
_____________________ 
NFSA restructure, take #2 
President James Sandry, and secretary, Michael Lines-Kelly, met with NFSA chief Michael Loebenstein on 
Wednesday 2 July. The meeting covered a lot of ground: questions were asked and answered, and AFSF put 
forward a number of proposals we felt would be constructive to the interests of both parties. A detailed report 
would take up a huge amount of space, so here is a summary of the main areas discussed: 
(a) Acknowledgement of the need for transparency and consultation in the NFSA change process. 
(b) The need for adequate funding for NFSA, more in line with other nationally-significant arts institutions. 
(c) Identification of funding sources and development of strategies. 
(d) Acknowledgement of the pivotal role of film societies in cultural enrichment, education and 

community building. 
(e) The relationship between NFSA and Australian film societies. 
(f) Identification of NFSA cost-reduction strategies that will not impinge unreasonably on the aims and 

activities of film societies. 
(g) Continuing the NTLC as an identifiable separate entity beyond 30 June 2015. 
(h) Extending the cutoff date for the existing NTLC service to 31 December 2015.  
(i) Future costs for the service. 
(j) Future policy on rationalising the collection, adding titles and renewing licenses. 
 
Answers to questions on (g) to (j) were non-specific and effectively taken on notice. The atmosphere of the 
meeting was cordial and open, and your representatives came away feeling it had been very worthwhile. The 
most important thing we (all film societies) can now do for the NFSA is put more pressure on the holders of 
the national purse strings through federal members of parliament and senators. Without adequate funding, 
NFSA is going to have a tougher-than-ever fight to remain relevant. 
To find out more, come to the Annual General Meeting in Canberra on Saturday 30 August. Michael 
Loebenstein will be there to meet everyone, put his case, hear our concerns and answer questions (more on 
the AGM below). 
______________________ 
NFSA information sessions 
If you would like to speak to Michael Loebenstein in person before 30 August, you can find him at the NFSA 
presentations that are being held in most Australian capitals. The Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra meetings 
have already happened (apologies for the late of the notice, see excuse above). The final three sessions will be 
held as follows: 
 
 



Brisbane Tuesday 15 July, 9.00 am to 10.30 am 
Judith Wright Centre of Contemporary Arts, Brunswick St, Fortitude Valley, Qld 

 
Adelaide Friday 18 July, 9.00 am to 10.30 am 
South Australian Film Corporation (SAFC), 226 Fullarton Rd, Glenside, SA 

 
Perth Tuesday 29 July, 10.30 am to 12.00 noon 
ScreenWest, Gordon Stephenson House Level 2, 140 William St Perth WA 

___________________ 
Membership renewals 
A big thank you to all members who have renewed their subscriptions for the coming year. However, after a 
terrific start last month, we are concerned that some societies are now overdue. If you are worried about the 
NFSA situation and are holding back, just imagine how you would feel if there was no organisation to 
represent your interests. Now, more than ever, film societies need a collective, representative voice. So if you 
haven’t renewed your subscription, don’t delay any longer. Do it now, please. 
Some important changes have been made to the renewals system to reduce the paper workload on volunteers 
who do the hard yards on your behalf. If the changes have caused any inconvenience, we are sorry, but they 
had to happen, and things will be much easier for Executive members in the future.  
Here’s the way the renewal system now works: 

1. You won’t be receiving an individually addressed reminder. Reminders were necessary when everyone 
had different renewal dates, but that no longer applies. Everyone is now being reminded at the same 
time, through IN FILM. 

2. The paper renewal application form has been replaced with an online form. To renew your 
membership, simply go to the application form on the website (www.ausfilm.org.au); click on 
CONTACT US, then on MEMBERSHIP FORM. Then follow the prompts. When you have completed the 
form, click on SUBMIT.  

3. You can pay your $50 annual subscription by: 
(i) direct transfer (EFT) from your bank to our account: Westpac BSB: 732-004 Account No: 07-2216 
or 
(ii) making a deposit at any Westpac branch into our account: BSB: 732-004 Account No: 07-2216. 
When you make your payment, please make sure you include a clear reference (your society name or 
an abbreviation of the name) so our treasurer knows it is you who made the payment, and doesn’t 
have to spend hours trying to work out where it came from. 

We apologise for not being able to accept cheques and forms by mail as we have done in the past. If you have 
a problem with the new system, email or give us a call (contact details are at the bottom of page 4) and we’ll 
find a way to fix it. 
_____________________   
NFSA’s Michael Loebenstein to attend AGM 
This AGM will definitely be one to remember. The highlight will be the attendance of NFSA Chief Executive 
Officer, Michael Loebenstein, who will speak about what is happening at the National Archive, and answer any 
questions you would like to ask. 
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 30 August at the Hedley Bull Theatre 2, Hedley Bull 
Building, ANU Campus, Canberra. Delegates can register from 12.00 noon, the meeting will start at 12.30 pm, 
and light refreshments will be available on arrival. All member societies are invited to attend, and are entitled 
to be represented by two delegates. 
At the meeting we’ll be bringing you up to date with all the news and behind the scenes stuff that can’t be 
included here, and you will have your chance to speak freely on any question. Most importantly, time has 
caught up with some of us and we need to step off the treadmill, for our own health and the good of the 
organisation. Consequently, our secretary and treasurer are standing down, and those vacancies will have to 

http://www.ausfilm.org.au/


be filled. Some jobs, eg IN FILM and our Facebook page, don’t have to be done by Executive members, so if 
you would like to have a go at one or both of them, but don’t want to be elected to the Executive, let us know 
(contact details at bottom of page 4) or come to the meeting, and we’ll sort something out. 
In yet another groundbreaking move, we have been looking at the feasibility of a phone hookup that will 
enable members who can’t travel very long distances to take part in future meetings. It’s a big challenge, but 
the boffins in our immense IT department say it can be done, maybe even in time for the AGM. It’s still only a 
possibility, so we not making any promises; and if you can attend the AGM in person it would still be much 
better. But just in case something is up and running, and you are just too far away to get there, you might like 
to register your two delegates as potential ‘remote’ participants. The downside is that the model we are 
looking at is limited to 25 links, so the first 25 longest-distance registrations received will get priority. To 
register, contact us by email or phone (details at the bottom of page 4) with the name/s of your delegate/s, 
and the vital phone number. If the system looks like getting off the ground, it will probably need to be tested a 
couple of times, and we’ll let you know beforehand. Stay tuned. 
A formal notice of meeting and draft agenda for the meeting will be included in the next issue of IN FILM. 
__________ 
NFSA draft survey for comment 
NFSA is planning to survey all its Screen Lending Collection clients to help it move forward. Before they 
conduct the survey they are asking their clients to help them put together a list of relevant questions; and they 
have sent out a draft list of questions (attached) for consideration and comment. 
The actual survey will be conducted online. Its layout will be enhanced and space will be allowed for additional 
comments. Most questions are multiple choice. Because the survey will be sent to all NFSA clients (not only 
film societies), including public libraries, community groups, institutions and education providers, the 
questions are mostly general in nature. 
The survey will be your chance to tell the NFSA about who you are, how you function, what you would like the 
collection to be and how it can best meet your needs, so the questions it will ask are important. 
Please note: the attached draft (NFSA Draft SLC Client Survey) is not the survey. DO NOT answer the questions. 
The real survey form will be sent out after the NFSA has amended the draft to include its clients’ comments.  
After you have compiled your comments, email them to: screeningloans.nfsa@nfsa.gov.au by 18 July, and 
please remember to cc us at: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au so we are kept in the picture. 
_________ 
Reminders 

Our Facebook page 
Check out our Facebook page, Australian Film Societies LIVE , and stay up to date with what’s 
happening in the film world. When you are connected, have a good look around, and don’t forget to 
like all the articles. Here’s the link (Ctrl + Click): 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Australian-Film-Societies-LIVE/535707899871087 
 
YOUR SCORE results 
For members taking part in the Your Score box pilot study, please keep sending in your ratings at the 
earliest opportunity. The compiled results to date are attached for your information. If you would like 
to get a Your Score box just let us know, and we’ll get back to you. 

 
Distributor Database 
If you have a list of films you have screened using DVD/BluRay, even if it goes back 10 or more years, 
please send it in, together with the names of their distributors, so we can add them to the Distributor 
Database. The better the database, the more time others can save when they are searching for 
difficult-to-find distributors. 
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__________________________ 
Illawarra Film Society program 
A big thank you to Theresa Huxtable for the following impressive program. All screenings are at Greater Union 
Cinemas, Burelli Street, Wollongong, Sundays at 7.00 pm. 
 
July 13  Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner (USA 1967) 

20  Man on Wire (UK 2008) 
27  Philomena (UK 2013) 

Aug  3  Tree of Life (USA 2011) 
10  Chasing Ice (USA 2012) 
17  Last Train to Frio (Australia 2006) 
24  Conversations With My Gardener (France 2007) 
31  I’m So Excited (Spain 2013) 

Sept  7  Tiny Furniture (USA 2010) 
14  The Runway (Ireland/Luxembourg) 

Oct 12  Rust and Bone (France/Belgium 2012) 
19  Happy Happy (Norway 2010) 
26  Unfolding Florence (Australia 2006) 

Nov  2  The Interview (Australia 1998) 
 9  Beyond the Edge (New Zealand 2013)  
 

____________________________ 
Blacktown City Libraries Film Club 
Many thanks to Roger Swanson for sending in Blacktown’s current program. All screenings are at Blacktown 
Library Function Centre, on the 3rd Sunday of each month, starting at 2.30 pm. 

 
Theme: Great Little Aussie Films 

Look Both Ways 20 July 2014 
News of a train derailment brings together two anxious people struggling with their fears of the 
unexpected. Directed by Sarah Watt. (M) Mature themes 
 

Theme: Stranger in America 
Paris, Texas 21 September 2014 
Cannes 1984 Gran Prix winner. Iconic road film in which a loner is slowly drawn back to his family. 
Director: Wim Wenders. Ry Cooder on slide quitar. (M) Infrequent coarse language, adult themes. 
Mystery Train 19 October 2014. 
One hot night in Memphis, three sets of lives intersect in a seedy hotel. Director: Jim Jarmusch. 
(M) Moderate coarse language, moderate violence and moderate sex scene. 
This Must Be the Place 16 November 2014 
A burnt-out Goth rock star searches for the SS soldier who was his father’s tormentor at Auschwitz. 
Director Paolo Sorrentino. (M) Sexual references, coarse language, mature themes. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We welcome any material suitable for publication related to film, society activities, programs and other film-connected news. Please 
keep contributions to around 400 words and send copy in Word format by email to the editor at: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. Other 
inquiries to AFSF President James Sandry: 0402 296 234 and AFSF Secretary Michael Lines-Kelly: 0412 724 373. 


