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Back at the desk 
After two months out of the office it feels more than a little strange to be back at the desk, banging away on 
the keyboard. It’s good to be home again, and we’re looking forward to getting into the swing of things – just 
as soon as the jet lag settles down and we throw off an exotic respiratory bug that swept through the ship 
somewhere between the Red Sea and India. No, we’re not going to publish any war stories or photos, so you 
can relax. I’ll just mention in passing that if you haven’t see the Treasury at Petra, put it at the top of your 
must-see list. But enough of this thinly disguised procrastination, a newsletter is waiting. 

 
New membership year 
Our new membership year starts on 1 July and runs until 30 June next year. This means that all subscriptions 
need to be paid by 30 June (there will a period of grace to allow for any unexpected glitches in the new 
system). Unlike previous years, you don’t have to make any calculations, because all societies now pay the 
same amount, $50, regardless of how many members you have. And you can now do everything online, so the 
whole process can be completed in just a few minutes. In the next day or two all members will receive a letter 
containing information, and a membership renewal form. 
As in previous years, the renewal process is in two parts. 
Part 1. Complete a membership renewal form. This can be done online via our website (ausfilm.org.com). You 
can also use the form attached to the letter referred to above (or go to the website and print off the paper 
form). After you complete the paper form, send it to our treasurer. 
Part 2. Pay your membership subscription. This can be done by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) or by cheque. If 
you pay by cheque, it has to be mailed to the treasurer. 
We believe the changes, especially the option to do everything online, will make life a lot easier for everyone. 
And our treasurer will be eternally grateful if you can make your payment by EFT. 
     

Richard Keys unearths NFSA gems 
Richard Keys, long time cinefile and elder statesman of the Australian film society movement, has been digging 
in the archives. His findings are published in his column on our website, where he writes: 
‘In my role as vice president of the federation, I have been working with the staff of the NFSA to identify films 
that are in the NFSA Non-Theatrical Lending Collection but aren’t, in my opinion, being borrowed as much as 
they deserve to be. This is the first of what will hopefully be a regular column where I draw attention to the 
many excellent fims in the Non-Theatrical Lending Collection, available in 16mm prints. 
The criteria for the choices are films of quality, prints in good condition (because rarely booked), and the rights 
not expiring anytime soon. It is hoped that some more bookings of the films will encourage the development 
of the Collection.’ 
Richard then provides short descriptions and critiques of the following films.  
Human Desire (USA, 1934) Director: Fritz Lang; screenplay: Alfred Hayes, from the novel ‘La Bete Humaine’ by 
Emile Zola. Cast includes Glenn Ford, Gloria Grahame, Broderick Crawford. 
The Raid (USA, 1954) Director: Hugo Fregonese; screenplay: Sydney Boehm, from a story ‘Affair at St Albans’ 
by herbert Ravenal Sass. Cast includes Van Heflin, Anne Bancroft, Lee Marvin, Richard Boone, Peter Graves, 
Tommy Rettig. 



The Sun Shines Bright (USA 1952) Director John Ford; screenplay: Laurence Stallings, based on three short 
stories by Irvin S Cobb. Cast includes Charles Winnenger, Stupin Fetchit, Dorothy Jordan, John russell, Arleen 
Whelan, Milburn Stone. 
Wings (USA 1927) Director: William A Wellman; screenplay: Hope Loring, Louis D Lighton. Cast includes Clara 
Bow, Charles ‘Buddy’ Rogers, Richard Arlen, Gary Cooper. Silent with inter-titles. 
PS and trivia quiz must-know: Wings was the first film to win the Academy Award for Best Film. 
To catch the whole story, check out Richard’s column on our website: ausfilm.org.com. 
 

Keven Barr features at WEA 
A recent article in WEA Illawarra’s Autumn 2013 magazine, Lifestyle, tells the story of 
Keven Barr, his lifelong relationship with film and his extraordinary commitment to 
film education. The article was written by Tony Elsop, who also took the 
accompanying photo (left). 
Keven freely admits to being 80-something, but if you don’t ask him you would never 
know, because he has the energy and enthusiasm of a 20 year old. But unlike a 20 
year old, he has a treasure trove of knowledge acquired and stored up over the years, 
and he is happy to share it with anyone who is willing to learn. 
Keven arrived in Wollongong in 1963. He always had a passion for film, so he joined a 
local film society, and a few years later, when the opportunity arose, he began 
teaching film to a WEA Wollongong course sponsored by the University of Sydney. He 

has been associated with the campus and its film courses ever since. 
In 1985, Keven set up the WEA Wollongong Film Society, with the aim of fostering a real art house culture. In 
those days the society, which is still going strong, sourced 16mm films from the National Library Film 
Collection and various embassies. The French Embassy was especially helpful, reflecting the traditional strong 
support given to its film industry by the French government, which recognises the pivotal importance of film in 
its national culture. 
Keven still screens his beloved 16mm, and he still teaches film at WEA Wollongong. He continues to play a 
central role in the the WEA Wollongong film group, and he has served on the federation’s Executive. And 
every year, regardless of its location, he attends the Annual General Meeting. But he reluctantly acknowledges 
the years are starting to catch up with him. Last year, for the first time ever, instead of driving to the AGM in 
Canberra, he caught the train. 
 

Worth a look 
A clip doing the rounds on Youtube is worth having a look at. It’s about a little independent Australian cinema, 
one of only nine left in Australia, that is fighting for its life. For anyone familiar with the history of the film 
industry, the situation is very like the one that existed during the early years of film, when a cabal used the 
patents system to monopolise the fledgling industry. After the introduction of anti-monopoly legislation, 
copyright law was used to keep distribution under tight control, and that situation continues today. The 
introduction of digital technology has given the bean counters another chance to tighten their grip, and 
they’re not letting it slip by. 
The clip is a call to action. It is also a poignant commentary that asks how such things are still possible in a 
world that is supposed to be focussed on free trade, open competition and consumer protection. Just click on 
the following link or copy it to your browser: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0zJgF9oal0&feature=youtu.be 
 

Indie doco from Tassie 
Independent filmmaker, Heather Kirkpatrick, spent more than two years completing her new feature length 
documentary, Mary Meets Mohammad, which focuses on what happens in the local community and beyond 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0zJgF9oal0&feature=youtu.be


after an asylum seeker detention centre is established at Pontville in Tasmania, and the ladies of a knitting 
club start making beanies for the inmates. 
Mary Meets Mohammad premiered in Adelaide earlier this year at the Australian International Documentary 
Conference, and was selected as a finalist in the national Outstanding Documentary Talent Award 2013. 
The film is in its sixth week at Hobart's State Cinema, where the first week’s screenings were all sellouts; and it 
is still drawing big audiences. At an alternative screening last week it drew another sellout house. 
Heather is making Mary Meets Mohammad available on BluRay and DVD for non-theatrical screenings at $50 
including postage both ways. It runs for 80 minutes and is available in other formats at the same price. If you 
are interested in finding out more, you can contact Heather by email at: info@marymeetsmohammad.com; 
and you can view the trailer of the film at either of the following websites: 
http://www.marymeetsmohammad.com/ or: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBxXvXLOwSU. 
 

Blacktown 2013 program 
Roger Swanson at Blacktown City Libraries Film Club has provided the following program information. All 
screenings are at 2.00 pm in the Library Function Centre, on the 3rd Sunday of each month. The year is divided 
into three thematic areas. 

1. The Return of the Leading Man 
There Will Be Blood (M) 21 July 2013, 2.00pm. Daniel Day Lewis is an oil prospector whose ambitions are 
challenged by a young preacher. 

2. The Evolving Musical 
Singin’ in the Rain (G) 18 August 2013, 2.00pm. David Stratton’s favourite film is once again on the big screen. 
The Sapphires (PG) 15 September 2013, 2.00pm. A crowd pleasing story of comedy and inspiration with an 
unbeatable Soul soundtrack. 
Once (M) 20 October 2013, 2.00pm. A Dublin busker and Czech single mother bond through their composed 
music over several intense days. 

3. Delusions of Grandeur 
The Man Who Would Be King (PG) 17 November 2013, 2.00pm. Sean Connery and Michael Caine are British 
sergeants who set out to become kings of their own making in a remote Asian province.  A morality tale 
directed by the great John Huston. 
Aguirre, Wrath of God (PG) 16 February 2014, 2.00pm. Klaus Kinski is a power hungry Conquistador searching 
for the mythical city of gold in 16th Century South America and who leads his men to their doom.   
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We welcome any inquiries or material suitable for publication related to film, society activities, programs and other film-connected 
news. Please keep contributions to fewer than 400 words and send copy in Word format by email to ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
Inquiries to James Sandry at: james.sandry@gmail.com; phone: 0402 296 234; or Michael Lines-Kelly at 02 6684 3405/ 0412 724 373, 
email: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
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