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At last 
This issue was scheduled for sometime over the Easter weekend; but the gods of the cyberworld intervened, 
reducing our technological wizardry to irrelevance. Still, better late than never. We have no idea when the 
next issue will happen, as the Human Resource (Editorial) component of our Publications Division is going to 
be seriously depleted until some time in June.    
 

Website taking hits 
Since launching in late February, our website: www.ausfilm.org.au has received 229 different visitors and 1268 
page views, which is very encouraging. We have recently added new pages that cover screening rights and a 
guide to help anyone thinking about starting a film society.  
The site is a continuing work in progress. It’s also at the plain vanilla end of the publishing spectrum, so don’t 
expect any frills or lavish graphic designs. If you think something can be improved, let us know. Likewise if 
there’s a topic you would like to see featured, send in your material; chances are the next time you see it will 
be when you read it on the website. That’s: www.ausfilm.org.au. 
 

Illawarra’s red carpet opening  
IIlawarra Film Society got off to a great start with a black tie 'Oscars' style opening to celebrate their recent 
launch. The group is attracting a lot of attention from filmgoers in Wollongong, where they staged their first 
screening, the Belgian production of The Giants, on 3 March. 
Attendance was by invitation to all 500 members, who arrived an hour before showtime and paraded up the 
red carpet in true celebrity style before settling in to enjoy champagne, nibbles and a warm welcome. No 
surprise that a real buzz was in the air, even before the lights went down in the cinema. 
Organisers were thrilled with the success of the event. Spokesperson, Theresa Huxtable, said, ‘We are very 
excited, not just about the launch, but at the enthusiasm shown by everyone who attended. They see the 
group as offering film lovers a real opportunity to enjoy films they would probably never have a chance to see 
otherwise. We are looking forward to meeting and exceeding their expectations, and we couldn’t have had a 
better start. The energy is there and we are raring to go.’ 
 
Congratulations to Illawarra on their hugely successful launch, which sets a new benchmark. We wish Theresa 
and all members of the management committee every success. Ed. 
 

Altman at the NTLC 
James Sandry reports 
The Non Theatrical Lending Collection (NTLC) at the National Film and Sound Archive (NFSA) has several 
Robert Altman films available for loan. Altman is noted for using film to comment on American culture by 
painting portraits of times and periods in real settings that are often stylized and spiced with mockery and 
irony. Altman is quoted as saying the irony in his films comes out of the subjects themselves, rather than being 
anything he creates. ‘I research the subject and discover so much bullshit that it just comes out that way’, he 
said. Another interesting thing about Altman’s films is how he concentrates on his characters and their 
interactions, which are often improvised. These tend to make his films longer and more episodic than those of 
comparable directors.  
Films available for loan from the NTLC are: 
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M.A.S.H (DVD), USA 1970 111m. Cast: Donald Sutherland, Robert Duvall, Johnny Mandel. Altman’s first big hit 
remains one of his most famous films. Set during the Korean War (a thinly-disguised Vietnam War) M.A.S.H. is 
a black comedy that follows the frenetic activities of the Mobile Army Surgical Hospital (the M.A.S.H.). The TV 
series that ran forever was based on the film. 
McCabe and Mrs Miller (DVD & 16mm), USA, 1971 121m. Cast: Warren Beatty, Julie Christie, Shelly Duvall. A 
gambler and a prostitute become business partners in a remote Old West mining town. Altman’s take on the 
American Wild West has been dubbed an ‘anti-western’ due to its unheroic characters and downbeat ending.  
The Long Goodbye (DVD), USA 1973 112m. Cast: Elliott Gould, Sterling Hayden, Jim Bouton, Mark Rydell, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Altman’s sardonic vision of Los Angeles in the 70s. A wisecracking private eye, Philip 
Marlowe, drives a buddy from LA to the Tijuana border and returns home to an apartment full of cops who 
arrest him for abetting the murder of his friend's wife. One of my favorites. 
Thieves like Us (DVD), USA 1974 123m. Cast: Keith Carradine and Shelly Duval John Schuck, Bert Remsen, 
Louise Fletcher. Altman looks at America’s Depression Era of the 30s through the eyes of a gang of small-time 
bank robbers. Based on the hardboiled novel by Edward Anderson, this same story was the basis of Nicholas 
Ray’s classic They Live by Night (1947). 
Nashville (DVD & 16m),  USA 1975 160m. Cast: Karen Black, Ronee Blakely, David Arkin, Ned Beatty, Keith 
Carradine, Lily Tomlin. Considered by many fans and critics to be his finest film. Altman casts his ironic gaze on 
Nashville, mixing presidential politics with Grand Ole Opry, in a satirical and musical mosaic of contemporary 
American life. 
To program these or any other films in the lending collection go to: http://loans.nfsa.gov.au. 
 

Any old film or reels? 
A recent post on the website comes from a lady who lives in Nambour, on the Sunshine Coast. She is 
organising a Hollywood themed birthday party for her daughter, and is looking for a couple of reels of old/past 
their use-by date film in any condition, that she can use as decorations. And if you have an extra couple of 
empty reels, that would be even better. The party is happening in early July, so there is no urgency; and it 
doesn’t matter if the film is 35mm or 16mm. If you can help, please contact Andrea Crocker, email: 
andreacrocker@hotmail.com; or phone 0449 946 862. 
 

Blacktown program 2013 -14 (amended) 
Roger Swanson at Blacktown City Libraries Film Club has forwarded amendments to the program published in 
the previous issue of IN FILM. All screenings are now at 2.00 pm in the Library Function Centre, on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month. The year is divided into three thematic areas. 

1. April to June: The Return of the Leading Man 
The Grapes of Wrath (PG) 21 April 2013, 2.00pm. Henry Fonda is unforgettable in this superb adaptation of 
Steinbeck’s classic novel. 
Mutiny on the Bounty (G) 19 May 2013, 2.00pm. Charles Laughton and Clark Gable star as Captain Bligh and 
Fletcher Christian. 
Gran Torino (M) 16 June 2013, 2.00pm. A grumpy retiree (Clint Eastwood) doesn’t take kindly to new 
immigrants in his street. 
There Will Be Blood (M) 21 July 2013, 2.00pm. Daniel Day Lewis is an oil prospector whose ambitions are 
challenged by a young preacher. 

2. July to October: The Evolving Musical 
Singin’ in the Rain (G) 18 August 2013, 2.00pm. David Stratton’s favourite film is once again on the big screen. 
The Sapphires (PG) 15 September 2013, 2.00pm. A crowd pleasing story of comedy and inspiration with an 
unbeatable Soul soundtrack. 
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Once (M) 20 October 2013, 2.00pm. A Dublin busker and Czech single mother bond through their composed 
music over several intense days. 

3. November, and February 2014: Delusions of Grandeur 
The Man Who Would Be King (PG) 17 November 2013, 2.00pm. Sean Connery and Michael Caine are British 
sergeants who set out to become kings of their own making in a remote Asian province.  A morality tale 
directed by the great John Huston. 
Aguirre, Wrath of God (PG) 16 February 2014, 2.00pm. Klaus Kinski is a power hungry Conquistador searching 
for the mythical city of gold in 16th Century South America and who leads his men to their doom.   
 

Rialto release schedule 
Caroline Whiteway has advised the following changes in Rialto’s release schedule:   
Antiviral 25 April (was 4 April); The Reluctant Fundamentalist 23 May (was 20 June);  
Everybody Has a Plan 20 June (was 30 May); Fill the Void TBC November (was August) 
Caroline can be contacted at 03 9696 0844. For further information about Rialto releases go to their website: 
www.rialtodistribution.com. 
 
PS: And don’t forget the full list of distributors on our own website: www.ausfilm.org.au. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We welcome any inquiries or material suitable for publication related to film, society activities, programs and other film-connected 
news. Please keep contributions to fewer than 400 words and send copy in Word format by email to ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
Inquiries to James Sandry at: james.sandry@gmail.com; phone: 0402 296 234; or Michael Lines-Kelly at 02 6684 3405/ 0412 724 373, 
or email: ausfilm@hotkey.net.au. 
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